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Oh, you’re just an angel!!! 

Have you ever had someone say that to you after you did or said 
something particularly kind? 

Or maybe you’ve heard the old adage “every time a bell rings, an 
angel gets its wings.” 

Or perhaps when you think of angels you have images in your 
mind of cute youngsters dressed up in costumes of white and 
gold for a Christmas pageant? 

Now these are all lovely sayings and lovely images, and please 
don’t get too upset with me for saying this, but they have nothing 
whatsoever to do with what the Bible and our tradition mean when 
we speak of angels. 

Have you ever noticed the first thing an angel needs to say when 
encountering a human being in the Bible stories?  It’s consistently 
“do not be afraid.”  This implies heavily that an angel’s 
appearance is something that would likely inspire fear in us.  They 
are probably neither cute nor little. 

And then of course we have some of the other biblical imagery, 
such as the story of Michael making war on the devil in today’s 
reading from Revelation or other similar passages that speak of 
things like an angel putting one foot on the earth and the other in 
the sea or blowing a trumpet so loud that it simultaneously 
terrifies all the inhabitants of the earth. 



Apparently, however these angels may actually look, they are not 
to be messed with. 

Now I’m sorry if I’ve just ruined Christmas and any number of 
other things for you.  Please feel free to go ahead and take 
pictures of your granddaughter in that adorable costume.  I’m not 
suggesting you stop doing that. 

I am, however, suggesting that we all take a moment to ponder 
what we’re being told in all of these biblical stories about angels. 
We’re being told that, whether we interpret this literally or 
allegorically, our forbears in faith experienced powers and visions 
much, much bigger than themselves.  So big, in fact, as to inspire 
abject terror in anyone who witnessed such a thing. 

Now I realize that believing in angels or any sort of giant 
supernatural creature might seem at first blush to be quaint and 
antiquated, but I’m going to suggest that we should perhaps not 
be so quick to dismiss this. 

As a good Episcopalian, I am always far more interested in what a 
particular belief does than what it literally says. 

I’m going to be honest with you.  I’m not sure if angels, at the 
most literal and material level, actually exist.  I certainly can’t 
prove that they don’t, but I’ve never actually laid eyes on one. 

I do, however, see a great deal of merit in what happens in me if I 
remain open to the possibility. 

See, if there are angels and other such things out there in the 
physical and metaphysical universe, that means that all of a 
sudden we aren’t the biggest and most interesting thing in all of 



creation.  We are, in fact, only a tiny piece in an infinitely large 
puzzle. 

This may be a more important reminder for us today than ever.  

All you need to do is look at your Google feed to see thousands of 
messages telling you that we are most certainly the biggest and 
most important thing out there, to the exclusion of all else.  

There’s a deadly virus threatening you and your family!  Stop not 
only doing but even thinking about anything else and turn your life 
upside down! 

There’s an election of immeasurable consequences approaching! 
Be ready to start a civil war if things don’t go your way politically in 
the next six weeks! 

OK, I may be exaggerating slightly here, but this really does seem 
to be the tenor of the messages being constantly lobbed our way. 

But there’s an invisible, unstated undercurrent to all of these 
messages, and if we allow it to, it will sink into our bones.  Have 
you noticed what it is?  It is the message that we’re all alone and 
defenseless in a bleak and inherently meaningless universe.  This 
is a worldview known in philosophical circles as nihilism. 



The biblical stories of St. Michael and all angels shake us 
out of this trap.  They remind us that the world of human 
affairs, no matter how wild and dramatic it may seem, 
unfolds within a picture much bigger than itself.  Perhaps St. 
Paul states it best when he writes to the early church in 
Ephesus: “For our struggle is not against enemies of blood 
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers of this present darkness, against 
the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.” 

  

  

  

Friends, don’t let all the bluster fool you.  It’s true.  Our 
struggle is really not against enemies of flesh and blood, but 
against spiritual forces of evil.  And, the best news of all is 
that we have angels on our side.  Not cute little angels, but 
unfathomably large and strong creatures whose voices 
alone can shake the foundations of the earth. 

Now I’m not telling you this to encourage you to be passive. 
I recognize there’s a form of religion that says just take your 
lot, no matter how unacceptable it may be, and don’t 
complain, because you’re so tiny by comparison to God’s 
gigantic plan.  I’m not saying that at all. 

I am, however, encouraging you to be active in a certain 
way.  Be active knowing that what lies within the scope of 
your senses is only a tiny fraction of all that is.  Be active in 

      



a way that acknowledges that forces far bigger than 
anything human beings can muster are at play.  Be active in 
a way that is rooted in the belief that no matter how big our 
successes or how devastating our failures, God’s ultimate 
plans have not been and will not be thwarted. 

So yes, get out there and act.  Confront the challenges, the 
dangers, the fears of this present time.  But don’t ever 
forget.  Even if you can’t see him, Michael is on your side, 
fighting that ancient serpent.  Gabriel is on your side, 
announcing good news when it’s least expected.  Mary is on 
your side, nurturing a fragile but unstoppable salvation while 
the forces of darkness rumble on every side.  Jesus is on 
your side, laying down his very life in order that you can find 
yours.  The Creator of all the universes is on your side. 
And, knowing that, you have nothing to fear. 

  

 


