
          February 7, 2021 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 Warmest greetings to you as we journey through these early days of 2021 at St. Bartholomew’s.  
I’m not going to lie.  The year that has passed since the last time I wrote you in this way has been a hard 
one in many ways.  The pandemic, along with the isolation, frustration, and confusion that has 
accompanied it, has taken its toll on many of us.  We have also had to say goodbye as several within our 
beloved church family have gone on to be in our Lord’s nearer presence.   It is rapidly coming up on a full 
year since the last time we gathered together for a service in the Sanctuary, and the end to this pattern 
is not yet in sight. 

 So these are the obvious facts.  But there are also some not-so-obvious facts, and it is in this 
area that I see tremendous beauty and evidence of hope.  The year that has passed since February 2020 
has demonstrated beyond all doubt that St. Bartholomew’s is a church family with resilience and a hope 
and faith in God that cannot be crushed even by death and a global pandemic.  Evidence abounds. 

 We begin 2021 as a congregation that is smaller and more dispersed than at any time in recent 
memory, and yet stewardship of every type-time, talent, and treasure-is if anything even stronger than 
in previous years.  I cannot count the number of times that individuals and groups in our congregation 
have spontaneously gone out of their way to reach out to one another in love, help, and 
encouragement.  Small but stable and highly dedicated communities have gathered around our multiple 
worship and fellowship events during this time of pandemic, including Sunday virtual worship, virtual 
coffee hour, parking lot services, midweek prayer gatherings, and children’s church.  We have even, in 
this time of almost exclusively virtual interaction, welcomed a few new faces into our beloved 
community.  

 This level of strength and dedication even spills out beyond the boundaries of our congregation.  
Although the Big Heart Wellness Center as a program independent of St. Bartholomew’s has run its 
course and will not be continuing into 2021, members’ dedication to serving our most vulnerable 
neighbors through the food pantry, garden, and the continuation of much of what the Wellness Center 
has done for several years is as strong as ever.  St. Bartholomew’s is well known in our community as a 
place that neighbors can count on for material and spiritual help and comfort. 

 None of this, of course, negates the fact that we are at a time that begs many questions, not all 
of which are easy to answer.  What is church without the opportunity and discipline of liturgy where we 
gather and meet face-to-face?  How do we nurture and strengthen community when we hesitate to do 
so much as share a hug or a handshake?  I don’t believe that any of us has answers to such questions 
that we find fully satisfying.  But what I have seen of this church over the past year tells me that we do 
have a strong and abiding faith in God that enables us to not just survive but thrive while living with the 
tension of unanswered questions. 

 I do not know what exactly 2021 will bring.  I do not know exactly when or how we will be 
regathering in person.  But I do know that the faith of this community is very, very strong, and I am 
confident that God will reward that faith with inspired ideas and sustained energy to move forward with 
creativity.  I hope you will join me in celebrating that. 

Faithfully yours, 

Andy+ 


